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My beloved Brethren, 


LTHOUGH I have always had that At- 
tachment to this Kingdom, by which every 
Man is bound to the eſpecial Service of the 

Country, fromwhence he derived hisBirth and Nouriſh- 

ment; though I further feel that allowable Partiality 

for this my native Soil, without which, few People 


have Spirit to proceed even to the Extent of their 
dp 


Duty : Yet thoſe Regards, till very lately,. have been 
18 and unmixed with the Conſideration of any 
lace, or Sett of People, as — by a 
articular Intereſt or Claim, from the Reſt of the In- 

itants of Ireland. | | 
WHEREFORE, 


4 


WurREToRE, when I was told that you com- 
plained of ſome U ſurpations of Authority in your 
City, I was One of the GaLLios who cared for none 
of theſe things; and 1 held it to be Matter of little 
Conſequence to you, and of leſs to my Country in 
general, whether this Authority had been duly, or 
unduly obtained, provided it was duly exerted ; whe- 
ther You were governed by Theſe or by Thoſe, -pro- 

vided you were governed with Equity, | 


Wu I was further informed, that Twwo of your 
fellow Citizens had attempted to excite you to a Re- 
ſentment bf theſe Encroachments ; I looked on them 
as a Couple of turbulent Tribunes, who breathed 
more of Faction than Reformation; and I deter- 
- mined, to the beſt of my Ability, to oppoſe ſuch a 


* 


Spirit; and to vindicate thoſe your Rulers, in their 


Aſſertion of the Authority they paſſeſſed. 


Fos this purpoſe, I took ſome Pains to be ac- 
quainted with the particular Circumſtances of your 
Caſe. | 


Bur when I clearly underſtood the Nature of bis 
Innovation: That it was equally contrary to the whole 
Tenor, as to the expreſs Grants of your CHARTERS. 
That Aldermen were no inberent Part of your original 
Conſtitution. That You yourſelves had been the 
primitive Parents who begot them. That You had 
erected them merely as collateral Props to your Poli- 
tical Building. That they now preſumed to ſay that 
they themſelves were your City and the Corner Stones 
thereof. That they had ſeized on the Inheritance 
which they were called to defend. That they had re- 
Jetted the very People by whom alone they were cho/en ; 
and that they claimęd to be /e/f-elefed and /elf-begot- 
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ten, Rulers elected of Rulers, and Aldermen begotten 


of Aldermen : Then indeed my Advocation became 


mute, and Silence was the only Inſtance of Fnend- 


ſhip they could expect, where Pleading had been ab- 
ſurd, and Vindication impoſſible, | 


SoRTLY after, when I heard, that Thoſe your two 
CHAMPIONS had ſpirited you up to a public De- 
mand, for the Repair of this Breach in your Con- 
ſtitution; and that they had actually undergone great 
Fatigues and Expence in their Endeavours to bring 
the Matter to an Iſſue in your favour: As I began to 
look on the Motive of their Labours, in a Light, 
very different from that in which it had formerly ap- 

ared; I own I moſt heartily wiſhed Succeſs to their 
Undorking, in any Method that Law and good 
Government would admit: For as we have a wile 
Maxim in our Policy, that generouſly injoins us, 0 
ſuffer a partial Tnjury rather than a public Inconve- 
nience, I would exhort you for ever to ſuſpend the 
Redemption of your particular Rights, rather than 
to redreſs yourſelves, by any Means that might em- 


broil either the Peace, or the peaceful Diſpoſition of 
your Country, | 


As I was not, at that time, engaged to you, by 
any perſonal Attachment, or ſingular Eſteem ; the 
Motive, that excited my Wiſhes in your Behalf, 


was general, it was wholly National, but it was alſo 
of the utmoſt Importance, 


THe Conſtitution of theſe Kingdoms, my Coun- 
trymen, 1s free, in a Manner, and by Appointments, 


mighty ſuperior to any that Reme or Greece could 


ever boaſt. We ourſelves ſit in the Senates or Par- 
liaments of theſe Nations by our Election of ſuch 


Perſons as we requeſt to repreſent Us there; 


we 
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we chooſe to think with their Heads, to ſpeak with 
their Voices, and therefore in them we dictate and 
inſtitute thoſe Laws whereby we ourſelves deſire to 
be governed. I can further alledge, that from theſe 
auguſt Repreſentatives of the whole People, down 
to the meaneſt Subject in either Realm, there is no 
Man who can legally be abridged of his Life, his 


Liberty, or his Property, but by the judgment of. 


Peers, or Jurors, appointed by his own Conſent ; 
ſince he is intitled to a Negative upon every Perſon, 
againſt whom he can form any feafible Objection. 


As I knew this to be the glorious and unpreceden- 
ted Conſtitution of theſe Kingdoms in general, where 
no Perſon is limited, ſave in bis Capacity of Michief, 
and where the Powers of the Legiſlature are ſo uni- 
ver ſally communicated, that each Perſon joins, by him- 


ſelf, or bis Proxy, in the Appointment of thoſe Ordi- 


nances to which be conſents to ſubmit ;, and this I knew 
to be the Eſſence of PERFECT LIBERTY: I concluded, 
that all the Incorporated Syſtems, all the leſſer Inſtitu- 
tions, that were conceived within this great and GENE» 
RAL PARENT, bore the Image of their BENEFICENT 
MorTHER ; and I am ſtill perſuaded, however they 


have degenerated, that they were originally begotten 


and brought forth in HER Likeneſs. 


92 Wurrzronn, when I found, in ſo confiderable a 


Syſtem as the Incorporated Society of the Metropolis of 
this Kingdom, that the People, for whoſe Benefit 
the Inſtitution was formed, had no ſhare in the Diſ- 
Poſition of Property granted for their Emolument, no 
Voice in the Ordinances framed for their Conduct, nor 
even a Negative in the Election of Rulers by whom 
they were to be governed: It appeared to be an Of- 
ſpring of ſo monſtrous a Depravity, ſo wholly alien and 
oppoſite to our general Conſtitution ; that I could not 


but 
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I ſaw that they were not the primitive Intruders; 


(67) 


but look upon it, as an iniquitous Encroachment on 


publick Liberty; a kind of mortified Spot in a Limb of 
the great Body Politic ; and how far the Infection 
might ſpread, how widely the Permiſſion of ſuch a 
Precedent might influence, was fearful to Reflection. 


I AcKNOWLEDGE, indeed, that as I was no way 
intereſted in this Affair, further than an Individual, 
whoſe warm Wiſhes for the Publick extended to all 
the Branches thereof; I did not find myfelf diſpoſed 
to a Mood, equally wrathful, with that of your par- 
ticular Patriots; I found no Reſentment ariſe within 


men. 


Tux are ſome among hoſe Gentlemen to whom 
I am perſonally engaged, as well by a voluntary Af- 
fection and Eſteem, as by extraordinary Obligations, 
ſaw that they came peaceably into the Poſſeſſion of 
your Privileges; and I further conſidered, that the 
original Uſurpation might have been effected, as 
much by the ſhameful Treachery or Remiſneſs of 
your own Predeceſſors, as by the Invaſion of Thoſe 
who firſt availed themſelves of your Poſſeſſions. 


Wuxx the preſent ſet of Aldermen were inveſted 


with Authority, they found 'you Strangers to your 
own Intereſts, they found you Blind to your own 


me againſt your Lords, whether Mayors or Alder- - 


Rights. There is a certain Seaſon aſſigned to ſome 


Creatures, before which, their Eyes will not open to 
the Light. If ſuch was your Caſe, was it the Buſi- 
neſs of the Aldermen to haſten this Period? 


Ix I become ſeized of an Eſtate, whereof ſome 


of my Anceſtors, without my Knowledge or Privity, 
had unjuſtly poſſeſſed themſelves, If, thereafter,- the 
* 5 right 
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right Owner ſhould put in his Claim. I ſhall yet be 
accounted ſufficiently honeſt, if according to all 
Cuſtom, I withold the Poſſeſſion, till evicted by the 
very long Courſe and Judgment of the Law. If, 
however, upon Conviction of the Demandant's Right, 
J ſhould voluntarily ſurrender the Poſſeſſion ; I ima- 

ine that this would be looked on as an Inſtance. of 
1 Juſtice. But no One will ſay that it was in- 
cumbent upon me to be over ſedulous in the Search of 
another Proprietor, or inquiſitive after Rights ſu- 
perior to my Own. 


Tuxkx are, my Brethren, two Kinds of Guardian- 
ſhips in our Law; the one of Minority, the other of 
1deotiſm ;, the firſt accountable, the ſecond without Ac- 
count ; the one, of -Perſons ſuppoſed capable of .an 
Underſtanding, to which they have not yet arrived; 
the other, of Perſons ſuppoſed AM ka of arriving to 
any Underſtanding at all. | 


Now, ſhould a Minor attain the Years in. which 
the Law admits him to the Intelligence of his own 
Intereſts, ſhould he yet decline to intermeddle, 
ſhould he ſhew no Senſe of Property by any Chal- 
lenge or Aſſertion: It will be Wiſdom, as well a8 
Policy, in his Guardian, to conclude that he hath a 
Right to continue to diſpoſe of that Perſon with his 
Property, who thus demonſtrates that he hath not 
Reaſon to diſpoſe of himſelf; and ſhould this Guardian 

appen .to Ge during ſuch Inſenſibility, that very 

ard who was claimed by the Anceſtor as a Minor, 
will be claimed by the Heir * a Fool. 


Such was the very Caſe between you and Py Alder- © 


men. The preſent Board entered upon the Guardian- 
ſhip of your Perſons, and the Diſpoſition of your 
e when  Jome « of you [cenied to be of a full 
- | Age 
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Age, and moſt of you, in Appearance, were at the 
Years of Diſcretion, You did not however claim the 
Eleftion of your own Guardians. You never made a 
fingle Motion to tall them to account. The two ſpeci- 
fic Chara#eriſtics, the very Criterions of Ideotiſm. 
No doubt then but their Surprize was great, and their 
Alarm not inconſiderable, when after ſo long a Suſ- 
penſion of Intellects, ſo confirmed a Preſcription againft 
your common Senſe of Things, you were ſuddenly 
rouſed from your Lethargy, and awakened to the 
Knowledge and Aſſertion of your Rights. 


Bur, now, you will ſay, that you have a clear 
Underſtanding of thoſe Rights, and a Capacity of thoſe 
Properties. Now that all Eyes perceive that thoſe 
are your Robes with which Aldermen are inveſted. 
Now that the Aldermen themſelves deny nothing of 
your Privileges = ſaving the Reſtoration, Why 


do they yet retain, wherefore do they with-hold 


them ? | 
In Truth, my Friends, I have, on this Occaſion, 
run throughout Hiſtory, I have ſearched among the 
Moderns, and ranſacked the Antients, to find ſome 


Example wherewith I might reproach theſe ſame Al- 
dermen, to find ſome Precedent of Great Men, who 


once ſeized of undue Power, have at any Time offer-. 


ed a voluntary Surrender thereof to the. Proprietors. 


Ar as! what an idle Journey, what a fruitleſs Diſ- 


quiſition. No Trace of ſuch a Virtue can I diſcover, 


except in an old Romance of Theſeus, and in the mo- 
dern Inſtance of Alderman Ross your preſent Lord- 


Mayor, who is at once the higheſt Honour, and the 


higheſt Reproof to his Fraternity, who not only makes 

a Tender of every Article of your Claims with which 

he himſelf is inveſted, but hath alſo engaged to ſolli- 
ue | 


Cit 


ns 


| (10) 
cit in Parliament the full Reſtoration and Eſtabliſh- 
ment of all your ancient Privileges, | 


Bur, my dear Countrymen, do not conſider this 
my Apology for your Aldermen, as an Approbation, 
in any meaſure, of their Conduct. If I ſhew you 
that there is no Neceſſity for flying into angry Paſ- 
fions, becauſe Great Men behave—like Great Men; 
this doth not declare, that Authority is a Sanction 
for Injuſtice, or that Precedents for Wrong - doing give 
a Right to ſimilar Actions. No Mode, no Cuſtom, 
can reverſe the Nature of Things; and whatever is 
intrinſically iniquitous will always continue ſo. Truth 
in every Caſe is like our King, or our Church, againſt 
which Lawyers ſay, nullum Tempus occurrit, there can 
be no Preſcription ; and one of the principal Maxims 
whereon our Conſtitution is pillared, is this, Quad ab 
initio non valet tractu temporis non convaleſcit , in 
plain Engliſh, That which was originally againſt Rea- 
fon, can never be made reaſonable by length of Time, 
alias, Your Aldermen continue the ſame Iniquity in 
with-holding your Rights, that their Predeceſſors 
dere guilty of in uſurping them. | 


I am therefore no way inclined to diſſuade you 
from attempting the Recovery of your Privileges, by 
all the Means in which you yourſelves are privileged, 
td reclaim them; by Petitions, Addreſſes, Remon- 
ſtrance, Solicitation, Suit, by every Method that is 
conſiſtent with that right Reaſon on which your Claim 
is founded, and which indeed ought to be the prin- 
cipal Motive of your Demand, that is, the Well. being 
of Society, the Reſteration of what is lopped from our 
Conſtitution, the Re-eſtabliſhment of what is lapſed in 
our Country. | | 
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The Seſſion of our Parliament approaches. Such 
a National Concern, as I have proved yours to be, 
will come beſt before the Repreſentatives of a Nation 
who are wholly intereſted in it ; and if you and your 
Countrymen have heretofore ſet any Value, even on 
thoſe Privileges, of which no Man hath yet attempted 
to deprive you ; if you have been careful to return 
ſuch Conſtituents for your Country, as were moſt 
knowing, and moſt zealous in the Welfare thereof ; 
vour Concern will be their Concern, your Intereſt 
their Intereft, in them you will give Ear to your own 
Yleading, in them you will judge your own Cauſe, 


and there is no Queſtion but you will meet with am- 
ple Redrels, | 


Ir, on the contrary, you have betrayed your own 
Truft, what Faith are you to expect from Thoſe who 
repreſent you ? If you have elected your Conftituents 
through partial Motives, is it among ſuch you are to 
look for a public Spirit ? If you have been falſe to 
your Country in your Appointment of her Servants, 
the Meaſure you gave to Her wilh be meted out to 
Lourſelves. If you have thus iniquitouſly neglected 
the great Body of your Privileges, you will be equitably 


abridged of the ſmaller Members which you claim. 


Bor Time yet ſerves. All is not loſt, my Bre- 
thren, Much Power is ſtill in your Hands. If you 
have a Senſe of paſt Detriment, if you now feel the 


Smart of former Woundings; let it warn you to your 


approaching Defence, let it inſtruct you to your future 


Preſervation. Never look for a Reſtitution of what 
is already pillaged, if you are not reſolute in your Vin- 


dication of what you yet retain. ; 


B 2 You 
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Yov are once more permitted to a free Election of 
your Repreſentatives ; and the Objects of that Elec- 
tion will thereby be commiſſioned to aſſert your re- 
maining Intereſts, and to reclaim your lapſed Rights, 
J will aſk you then a ſimple Queſtion, Whom do you 
intend to appoint for this ” Purpoſe ? is it the 
Men who already are inveſted with your Privileges, or 


is it the Men who already have laboured for their Re- 


demption ? is it thoſe who have plundered, or thoſe 
who would reſtore? 1 1 

A LArE Cenſor, in a Treatiſe on the enſuing Elec- 
tion, hath told you, that Grandeur, Riches, or Ho- 
e nours, are no Diſqualifications , that you are not con- 
% fined in your Choice, with reſpect to Aldermen, Com- 
* moners, Merchants, Apothecaries, Brewers, &c. and 
* that be is not againſt Aldermen, merely as Aldermen.”? 
But I have already told you, and again repeat it, that 
on this very critical and particular Occaſion, Grandeur, 
Riches, and Honours, are ſuch Diſqualifications, as no 
Merit, no Capacity, no Integrity ſhould reconcile to 
you ; and that you have no way left to retrieve or at- 
tain a Character of that Virtue which you now profeſs, 
but by thus detatching yourſelves from all Suſpicion, 
all poſſible Imputation of Influence, Further. If I 
have not yet ſufficiently explained myſelf on the Chap- 
ter of Aldermen, I now declare, that you are eſpecial- 
ly, you are indiſpenſably precluded from glancing at 
that Quarter, and that, I am peremptorily againſt Al- 
dermen, merely as Aldermen. 


But, Farmer, you may fay, whence this 3 
and Averſion? what Objection have you ſo pointed 
and particular to Aldermen ? % 


Nod x other, I anſwer, than to my Friends, or to 
my Kindred, to Thoſe I moſt affect, to Thoſe Ne 
. ö eſteem 


* 
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eſteem, ſhould they ſue for my Favour in the Foics 
of Authority; ſhould they apply for my Preference, 
while they are veſted in my Rights, My Exception to 
that Board is altogether political; it is not to their 
private but to their public Merits; I have nothing to 
object to them as Men, I haye every thing to object 
as they are Aldermen. | 


Axz they not Aldermen who are unduly ſeized of 
Part of your Property, and is it with Aldermen that 
you would depoſit the Remaznder of what you hold ? 
Are they nat Aldermen who refufe a juſt ſurrender of 
your Privileges, and is it Aldermen whom you would 
appoint to ſolicit the Reſtitution ? 


Ir Tl am in ch of a Steward, whom I would have 
attached to my Intereſts and faithful to my Truſts; 


ſhall I fix on that very Man for the Guardianſhip of 


my Poſſeflions, who already unjuſtly witholds from 
me a Portion of my Eſtate? If I have occaſion for an 


Advocate to plead my Cauſe, ſhall I reject all others, 


to chooſe one from that Party againſt whom I propoſe 
to commence my Suit, ſhall I be ſedulous and care- 


ful to ſelect a Man engaged by his Intereſts to oppoſe 


or to hetray me? Should I be ſo far a Felo de ſe, a 
ſelf Deſtroyer, the Event would reſt upon my own 


it would be grievous and certain. 


Head, and my Puniſhment would be as equitable, as 


Ir may poſſibly be retorted upon me, that the 
very Man, who hath engaged to ſolicit . your Rights 


againſt Aldermen, in Parliament, is himſelf of the 


Board. | 


Tur, my Brethren, a Roſs may be an Alderman, 
but every Alderman is not a Roſs, neither is Roſs a 
Candidate, I ſhould then have ſuſpected the Sincerity 
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of his Profeſſions. But your Aldermen Candidates give 
you no Room to ſuſpect their Sincerity ; they have 
made you no Profeſſions of ſuch Surrender or Solici- 
tation; and I am perſuaded that they are Gentlemen 
of too much Honour and Ingenuity, to give you a 
Colour for flattering yourſelves with the Hopes of a 


Conduct, fo oppolite to their Intereſts, ſo wholly 
contrary to their Intentions, | | 


A CanvipaTE was ſo called, from the Whiteneſs 
of that Robe, which every Roman was obliged to af- 
ſume, who ſtood for a public Office. It was an em- 
blematical Promiſe of that Integrity and Purity, with 
which he engaged to be.inveſted during the Truſt.---- 
But what Robe, O ye Citizens, is thts, in which your 
Candidates demand your Confidence, and ſtand-up for 
your Employments? Even the Garment of your Pro- 
perties, and the Inveſtiture of your Rights. They ad- 
dreſs you for Honours, while they are crimſoned in 


your Injuries. They apply for freſh Favours, while 
they are laden with your Spoils. | 


Tu ar Man, who votes ſor ſuch, puts a new Link 
to his own Chains, a new Rivet to his own Fetters. 
He declares himſelf an Abettor of the Wrong,” a Con- 
federate in the Pillage of his Country; and wherefore, 
if not in Proſpect of ſharing the Plunder. 


In the Account which Virgil gives us of Anas, the 
great Anceſtor and Founder of the Remen State, 
when Turnus ſued to that Hero for his Life; neus 
was greatly moved in favour of the Suppliant, till he 
obſerved him inveſted with the Spoils of bis Friend. 


The 


(us) 
The Lines are theſe, 


—— d cetit acer in armis 
Eneas, volvens oculos, dextramque repreſſit, 
Et jam jamque magis cunctantem flectere ſermo 
Cceperit, infelix humero cum apparuit alto 
Balteus, & notis fulſerunt cingula bullis 
Pallantis pueri : .victum quem vulnere Turnus 
Straverat, atque humeris inimicum inſigne gerebat. 
Ille oculis poſtquam ſævi monumenta doloris, 
Exuviaſque hauſit: furiis accenſus, & ira 
Terriblis : Tune hinc ſpoliis indute meorum, 
Eripiare mihi? Pallas te hoc vulnere, Pallas 
Immolat, & pœnam ſcelerato ex ſanguine ſumit. 
Hoc dicens, ferrum adverſo ſub pectore condit 
Fervidus . . 


Which 1 thus take the Liberty to tranſlate. 


Stetit acer in armis Æneas, volvens oculos, dextram- 
que repreſſit. The free Citizens of Dublin ſtood reſo- 
lute and armed againſt all Kinds of Influence, they 
caſt their Eyes on the Aldermen Candidates, and for a 
while were ſuſpended in their Choice. Et jam 
Jamque magis cunttantem fleftere ſermo cæperit. And 
now more and more the good Services of the one 
when Lord Mayor, and the known Loyalty which 
the other inherited from his Anceſtors, began to in- 
cline them in their Favour. Infelix humero cum 
apparuit alto Balteus, et notis fulſerunt cingula bullis 
Pallantis pucri, When lo, the raviſhed Garb of 
unhappy Liberty ſhone eminent and diſtinguiſhed 
on. their Shoulders. Viftum quem vulnere Turns 
ſtraverat, atque humeris inemicum infigne gerebat. 

X Whom 


1 (16) 
Whom tlie Predeceſſors of theſe Men had overthrown 
in a former Combat, and: whoſe Spoil they had de- 


livered down to be worn by their Poſterity. Ile 
oculis poſtquam ſævi monumenta doloris exuviaſque 
bauſit, furiis accenſus, et ira terribilis The Citi- 
Zens, when they beheld this cruel Memorial of their 
pillaged Poſſeſſions and their deſolated Privileges, 
were kindled into Refentment, and grew formidable 
in their Anger. Tune hinc Spoliis indute meorum 
eripiare mibi 2 Shall you, they cry'd, exult in Tro- 
phies torn from our Anceſtors, and in the Enjoyment 
of Rights that ſhould defcend to our Children? 
Pallas te hoc vulnere, Pallas immolat, et pænam 
ſcelerato ex ſanguine ſumit. Our City gives you this 
Chaſtiſement, our Country ſends you this Diſgrace, 
and by us inflicts the Puniſhment that is due to your 
Depredations. Hoc dicens ferrum adverſo ſub 
peftore condit fervidus. So ſaying, they lifted u 

their Voice in their Integrity, and pierced thole 
Aldermen to the Soul with the Diſhonour of a Re- 
pulſe. 9 2 | 


The End of the FOURTH LETTER. 
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